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$ Public Doan't Want Unrest 
“In Baltics to Block Summit 
Or. U. S. “Soviet Detente 


rel Risks of Sanctions 
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k = WASHINGTON —' Historic agreements 
between the U.S. and the Soviet Union on | 
-i Germany, strategic missiles and the with- | 

drawal of the Red Army from Eastern Eu- 

< -tițope seemed all but assured in the early 
; weeks, of 1990. And then tiny Lithuania, a}: 

“1 Baltic; state forcibly absorbed’ after- the. 

ro" “1939 Nazi- “Soviet Pact, declared its inde- 
SE “pendence. ~ ea or tee l 
“The Soviet Union, after p aR in, | 


N 


; epean empire, now wants to slow down the: |: 
-train of change. With the prospect of a So= |: 
viet blockade threatening Lithuania’s sur-.|: 
vival, President Bush has an unenviable f; 
“choice: Support for the Lithuanian people |. 


cs a “self: -determination, or: ‘support: for Soviet | 
‘President, Gorbachev: and the agenda of.|: 
. “historic changes he seems willing t to. nego.: |" 


© This agonizing dilemma turned:more | 
heute erating when Lithuanian officials i 


raso have Last. ‘night, the administration | 
‘was scrambling to verify the report of the | 


Qi ) 
4 ie ‘even df it is confirmed,’the U.S. won 't nec: |? 

’‘egsarily retaliate immediately. ‘He sald the J 
- ‘Soviets could reverse.. themselves, as 


<. Shrinking From a Fight 


Ho 5 ` Lithuania has created: deep. tension be- F 
EL” - ‘tween what Mr. Bush wants to do and what | 
) _‘eventsimight force him to`da; Impose |. 
} „sanctions against the Kremlin for economi- 
a cally ‘strangling the Lithuanians. More 
Be "than that, the issue pits some of the Repub- 
Ye < Mcan Party's: most: vocal ‘conservatives |. 
by, ~ ‘against, Mr, Bush and his moderate sup-,|. 
porters, “whose first, prior ity, is to'support | 
Mr, Gorbachev! p's itho attyki a vvo] 
gs {Toa surprising Epai the „American 
A. “People seem overwhelmingly on the side of 


i tata Bea irate aa ey : 


nia, Even if x3 Spviet.Union violently sup: |’ 

“presses Lithuanla’s bid. for, independence, 

«the American public: opposes ‘canceling 

- “next: month's planned summit talks be- 

~ tween, George Bush’ and Soviet President: | 
‘Mikhail Gorbachev—by a stunning 61% to | 
ee ; 81%, according to a new AauiSireet Jo Jour- 
i=. nal/NBC: News poll. 


E FORA 


= = Soviets go so‘far as to‘ use: force. in the ` 


x% $ Zither, the administration, has : reluctantly.: 
i es = trade pacts with the Soviets that Mr. Bush: 


=» Sati A Surprising. , 
-cans think: Mr “Bush: “shouldn't, get in“ 
“= Syolved": by “recognizing * Lithuaniaz:They 

a ‘Would rather the:U.S. stay on good terms 
-swith Moscow: than upport the. erepuble s f 

_ pid to. secede? gi E T SGN Re 

« ; Nonetheless,’ Mr: ‘Bush appears to feel; 

he may be forced to do something. to sup". 

“> Sport the Lithuanians, even‘.at the risk of: 
ere Mr../ Gorbachev" and. “the; 
>xehances for nto p aimi Mea porter !: 


rF THE CHOICE w Sare i between! 
eye maintaining friendly ties with `< 
of ~ X|. President Gorbachev or supporting the 
< `|- Lithuanians’ efforts for independence,’ 
Je which do you feel i | is more important?" 


hev presses ‘the ‘fuel: feuubares even en fur 
~ concluded it: would have to hold: up new. 
+ ‘pallyhooed at the Malta summit. And if the ` 


-breakaway ` republic, : the summit or. the 
arms: coniro Br “WO ould probably’ be: 


mel, Mr. ‘Gorbachev. to the right. on 


zx arms-control: issues, as well. The Soviet- 


“military apparently has forced an; end to. 


“= new concessions by Moscow in the negotia- 


~ tions, at least for now. And if the new hard : 

"Jine can’t be overcome next month, when: 

” Secretary of State James Baker flies to` 

“Moscow for;crucial pre-summit talks, the 
i i of a summit deal could vanish: 


TN 


is “Things ` ‘have suddenly gotten- much 
se ‘tougher;"* says Marshall Goldman of Har- 
' warde Russian Research Center. “Until 
~ now, George: Bush has had nothing’ but 


oe z ;? good news from Moscow., He's been like an 


i 


tw 
E, 


L ing 
ee 


' outfielder who just sticks out his glove and 
” ‘the ball falls in; Now he has to chase those’ 
; fs balls hard to catch them," 


+: For now, the administration's goal is to, 
Veen focused on the historic changes now 
within reach: deep arms cuts by Moscow 
“and plans for German. unity and Eastern 
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TA Wint Summit Derailed 


à ` 4 ó ‘ t ra ý fe Deve esii Yas REE: 
W Continued From First’ ‘Page’” ar 
‘itor independence! "The’ administrat 
tiontsdetermined not to allow Lithuania to”. F 


inn fe rocosa gilirack, Sq evei if the `.. 
„administration feels. compelled to respond. 


“toa Soviet- crackdown’ ‘bytimposing san 

tions, it will aim to make them:as minimal : 
d cosmetic as possible, sge Se 
` ssFor-instance, now that the Soviets have te 

Moved to cut’ off fuel supplies,- the U.S.» 

- probably. will apply sanctions: only in. the. $ 
trade `and<economic area, leaving intact 
the chance of. achieving more far-reaching: ~: 
agreements on arms and political reform: 

> ofthe: Communist bloc: The trade pacts`: 

`.. Were in jeopardy anyway because the So- 
viet government still hasn't passed. a law. - 
liberalizing emigration, longa’ ‘key, U Se 

r Condition for’ trade -concessions::: 

Meanwhile, administration’ officials are ‘ 
ie: “campaigning on Capitol Hill and with re.: 

Porters to convince people that the arms: - 

_ control deals are. advantageous to the U.S.,: 

and’ shouldn't be sacrificed to Lithuania a 

“Our policy. toward. the Soviet’ Union’ is’. 

shaped by what is in the: ‘interest’ of: ‘the = 

United States of America,’’, Secretary of” 

State James Baker fold Congress yester 7 
ay. ; 

à D eer A Amea s European. allies Se 

Agree with American public sentiment: ‘on: 

Lithuania. The allies are pushing Mr. Bush © 

’ 49: keep broader superpower ties on, sched-.. 

_ file? Just this week, Mr: Bush met with a;: 

‘ $éw senators just back from a visit to Mos: uy 
‘cow and hinted that he is getting pressure: : 
from America’s allies not to.let Baltic un: 

‘Zest push the superpowers oe „their. 
-Arack. 

%;Mr. Bush and Mr. ‘Baker sense’ no pub: 

; ‘ic: pressure for them to do more, and they 
avidly follow poll readings on the subject. 
fhe new Journal/NBC News survey will 

; only reinforce that feeling. : 

wyt'How do I account for the polls that - 
Auggest that we should somehow not get in: 
@olved in the question of the Baltics?” Mr., 
Baker asks rhetorically.’/I suppose that 
ome of it is a recognition ‘on the part 
Hfthe American people that we have a lot : 
eae at stake here that are very im:. 
. portant to the, Vplteg; States of Amert. 


Washington bureaucrats have į grown ace, ’* 
Q stomed “to : having” Tingside. seats for 
Arangling between officials from the White +: 
- House and the State and Defense Departs: 
=. ments ‘over ‘how. to: handle. basic’ Super, | 
~~ Hower relations. But: in this case,.they are. 
| ssut prised: by-the-lack: of-debate. Adminis: 
station * ‘Officials ‘from’. often-combative . 
sdZencies insist there isn’t any-high-level in?" 
ternal: challenge to their strategy. Of: mini-, 
izing the. Lithuania issue.: a) 
s4 When some hawkish midlevel See att 
tides recently suggested that the adminis- 
ration should prepare to send material as-: 
| istance— petroleum products or hard cur-:` 
. Sency—to Lithuania, the idea:was slapped’. 
-- down. Indeed, some officials felt the presi». 
| t: went“ too: far: by’ publicly saying last- 
“weekend that the threat of a fuel cutoff lett E 
im ‘deeply: disturbed.” ) =," af 
s Such sentiments. have produced a pro- 
ae ambivalence-within the administra- - 
n about the Lithuanians’ pursuit of inde- . 
i jendence from“thėé‘ Soviet: Union, a cause 
i mie U.S. “technically. ‘Supports: “Nowhere 
Siva Was that ambivalence more apparent than, 


ee ifew days ago, when:Mr. Bush. met pri- 
eee evately, with leaders of the Baltic- American 
 Kommunity. wart ae 
rae -éThe Baltic- Americans), ‘who: tai ‘been 
si Plamgring: for: Weeks, for’ a Wijte ‘House 
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What Should Bush Do? tasi not tegt ae NBL AMUN: se Bae a 


Vis 1 bi v4 Maks s 
66 ECENTLY, ‘Lithuania, one of the 6 F THE SOVIET UNION uses i £ 
i NE republics in the Soviet Union, 7 ‘military force to prevent the at ta 
$ ‘declared its independence. Do you think the. | Lithuanians from establishing an.’ 
: United States should recognize Lithuania. |. independent nation, do you think the United | 
| as an independent country, or aoe the; States should or should not cancel the 
1 United Stes, not getir involved? 3 upcoming summit between President P Bush 


and Prepident nt Gorbachay?” z Ae se Bs, F 


oe = a. 
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